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ONE MANS LEGEND

The legend of Chalmar Beef  was born in 1965 on a modest 
plot in Kempton Park when Wimpie Wethmar, 17 years of age, 
bought his first 4 Friesland cattle from his uncle in the Free 
State. These 4 cattle were lovingly tended to and kept during 
his matric year until they were harvested in the December of 
that year. A substantial profit was made that would change the 
future of a humble schoolboy and the feedlotting industry.
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When his school report card arrived it was obvious that he spent too much time feeding cattle and his 
parents made the decision that matric had to be repeated as they wanted him to become an accountant .   
During that December school holiday he started a holiday job for a local chicken farmer, Mr Chalinor who 
would unbeknown to him later play a central role in the legend of Chalmar Beef.

During his second year of matric he expanded his feeding operation to accommodate 10 cattle whilst 
still working for Mr Chalinor during school holidays. After he matriculated with university exemption, Mr. 
Chalinor offered him a job to the dismay of his parents . He had one condition namely that he was going 
to continue feeding cattle. Mr. Chalinor countered with a condition of his own; Mr. Chalinor was to be a 
partner in the cattle feeding venture. Futhermore Mr. Chalinor would put the money up to purchase the 
cattle and Wimpie would provide the labour before and after work on the chicken farm. With these condi-
tions acceptable to both parties a gentleman’s agreement was struck.

A year later to the day mr. Chalinor passed away after falling off a roof . Mrs. Chalinor decided to contin-
ue with the farming operations as her husband had . In 1969 the cattle feeding venture had expanded to 
1000 cattle . The plot in Kempton Park was bursting at the seams and the decision was made to relocate 
the operation to a property close to Bapsfontein . A company CHALMAR BEEF ( Pty) Ltd. was registered 
in 1969 . The name was a combination of CHALinor  and wethMAR . In 1970 the chicken business was 
closed to focus on beef production. In 1976 Wimpie managed to secure a loan to buy the other 50% of 
the shares in Chalmar Beef to become the sole owner. 

Through hard work, a passion for cattle and an entrepreneurial spirit Chalmar Beef  expanded tremen-
dously. Today CB has a work force totaling 300 people , a feedlot capacity of 18 000 cattle and a further 
10 000 cattle on pasture.  We produce 30 000 tons of maize silage on 780 ha of high potential soil annu-
ally.  In 2002 CB completed the building of our own abattoir and deboning plant which has won the abat-
toir of the year competition in Gauteng (which is based on hygiene) for the past 11 years running . The 
abattoir has a capacity to slaughter 360 cattle per day. Chalmar Beef only slaughters cattle from its own 
feedlot to ensure consistent quality and meat safety.

Chalmar Beef is today still fully owned and operated by the Wethmar Family.

Tertiary Education : BSc. Agriculture ( Animal Science and Agricultural Economics ) , 2002, University of Stellenbosch
Professional : Appointed to board of directors of Chalmar Beef (Pty) Ltd. 2007
Appointed CEO of Chalmar Beef (Pty) Ltd. 2014
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